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SECRET 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 14387 191048Z 
14 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-25 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 

SAB-01 PRS-01 NSC-10 SS-20 DRC-01 /082 W 

041543 

O R 191034Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5720 

SECRET BEIRUT 14387 

FOR SISCO FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: PRESS SVORY ON DAMASCUS TRIP 

1. LOCAL PRESS DIGEST DEC 19 CARRIED STORY I VISITED 
DAMBASCUS YESTERDAY TO TRY AND PERSUADE SYRIA TO ATTEND 
GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

2. IN CHECKING OUT SOURCE, I FIND THIS REPORT BASED 
ON STORY FILED BY JUAN DE ONIS OF NEW YORK TIMES WHO 
WAS IN DAMBASCUS YESTERDAY (STILL THERE TODAY) AND 
OBVIOUSLY WAS GIVEN THIS BY THE SYRIANS. 

3. I AM ANSWERING QUERIES ON STORY "NO COMMENT." ON 
BACKGROUND BASIS I WOULD CONFIRM I WAS IN DAMASCUS BUT 
WILL REFUSE TO DIVULGE ANYTHING ABOUT DISCUSSIONS SAYING 
ANYTHING ON THE CONVERSATIONS THERE MUST COME FROM SYRIAN 
GOVERNMENT. BUFFUM 



SECRET 



NNN 
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